Gargoylism (Chondro-osteo-dystrophy, Corneal Opacities, Hepatosplenomegaly, and Mental Deficiency).-R. W. B. ELLIS, M.D. P. G., male, aged 1 year and 9 months, the only child of healthy parents who are unrelated; no miscarriages or stillbirths. A half-brother of the paternal grandmother was an imbecile and died before puberty. The patient was born at term, by normal delivery, weighing 91 lb. He was breast-fed for three months, but did not thrive.
He has probably been abnormal since birth, but this has become more noticeable recently. He sat up at 10 months, cut his first tooth at 1 year. Cannot yet stand without support, feed himself, or speak any words intelligibly.
On examination. Radiological examination.-Skull: Considerable enlargement of sella turcica, with defect of posterior clinoid process. Limbs: The glenoid fosse and acetabula are shallow and irregular, and there is flattening of the head of the humerus and femur. The long bones are wider than normal. The metacarpals and phalanges show very marked increase in width, and are irregularly shaped (fig. 2) . Spine: Irregularity of bodies of lumbar vertebrae (fig. 3 ), the 1st, 2nd, and 5th showing anterior hooklike processes. Ribs: Expanded anteriorly. Encephalograms: General dilatation,
Comment.-The patient shows the complete syndrome described as gargoylism,1 of which there are about twenty examples in the literature. (There have also been a number of formes frustres lacking one or more of the cbaracteristics, such as the corneal opacities.) The patients resemble one another closely, having a large head, heavy features, depressed nasal bridge and purulent nasal discharge, coarse eyebrows, &c. Enlargement of the liver and spleen is almost constant, and has suggested a
